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Howdy-doody, you-ali ! Here's P-W No. 24 ! Now just settle down in a soft easy 
chair and make yourself comfortable for the rest of the evening! 'cause we've got a 
lot of meat for you to digest, and there's very little potatoes. 

First of all, Wright's back i ! ! And h^, he's back ! ! I ! Half of this P-W Is the 

result of his braln-picklng take a look at his new series on auctions 

then there's a brand new Penny Quiz that will wrinkle your forehead a bit not 

to mentl n his "diary" and his continuing article on the Tammanys. 

You'll like Nielsen's essay on the 1797 's too, I'm sure; and Paul Carter's 
whimsy is not only entertaining but it's informative. Ned Bush's P-PQ results of 
several issues ago are finally available. And after considerable urging, your Editor 
put together the EAC Membership Roster for all to see. Only one member requested 
that his name not be listed, and another established that request when he joined. ..... 

so the roll, as it is now published, is complete and up-to-date as of May 1. 

Any asslstan.ce which you can render Denis Loring on his new EAC Census under- 
taking will be greatly appreciated details are included somewhere in this issue. 

And don't forget to pay your dues. Anyone who joined before July, 1970 and who has not 
yet paid his dues of $5. for this year is now in arrears. Our budget is very limited. ... 
we have tried to keep giving you a good publication and a lot of information on large 

many supplies, postage, and miscellaneous expenses are paid for out of 

our own pockets - Wright, Sllberman, Lapp, Parks, Carter, Loring, etc 

so the least a member can do is pay up when his dues become due. 

Your Editor has just seen galley proofs on large cents for the new edition of 
THE RED BOOK and the changes which Ken Bressett has engineered are tremendous. 

You'll find the new Red Book to be well worth your while a lot of information, 

good plates, new format, new listings. We recommend that you buy a copy and see 
for yourself when the 25th edition becomes available. We hope to run some material 
on this in the next issue or two of P-W. EAC made some contributions to the Red Book 
changes all of the comments from the various members were collected and re- 
ported to Ken Bressett but our contribution had to be limited because of lack of 

time on our part. 

Likewise, remember that the next issue of P-W will be scheduled for July 15, 

and please don't wait until the last moment to send your articles or comments to 

us. You have only a page or two to send to me I have to see that 40 or so are 

and usually I have to edit and to re-type. Many items arrive at the very 

last moment and have to be held over others arrive even after we have gone to 

press and its author feels hurt when he finds his article is missing from the current 

issue, I work just like you do and I can't fit any more hours in the day 

likewise. Herb Sllberman and the other editors want and are expected to participate in 
putting an issue together. Unless we receive your article soon enough, we may have 
to delay its publication. 
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This information also holds true for lists submitted for publication in our 
Swaps & Sales column. We're happy to run your listings free of charge, and I'm 

sure that our members are happy to have a chance at your duplicates but 

remember, we have to have time to retype your lists and to get them into the pages 
of P-W so don't expect us to work miracles at the very last minute. 

Keep your letters coming we appreciate your comments and your sug- 

gestions and advice. We'd like to be able to acknowledge every one and every 
article which is sent to us, but we find that we just don't have enough time any more 
to carry on a personal correspondence. We'll do our best to answer your letters 
either personally or through P-W where a reply seems indicated. 

Remember PENNY-WISE is YOUR bulletin. Its quality and informative 

content depends entirely on YOU ! Contribute ! 

Have a good summer ! 

The Editor and Staff 

Warren A. Lapp, Herbert A. Stlberman 
John D. Wright, Walter Breen, 

Denis Loring, William J, Parks 




John Attlcks 
Worth Brown 
James P, Burke 
Richard B, Knight 
Jackson C. Storm 
Ronald J. Reposa 
R. Tettenhorst 
C. H. Orth 
James H, Goudge 


NEW MEMBERS 

291 Saybrooke Street, Hartford, Conn. 06106 244 

Rt. 2, Box 389A, Palmetto, Florida 33561 243 

2384 Country Club Drive SW, Atlanta, Ga. 30311 195 

15 Alden Lane, Winchester, Mass. 01890 245 

10 Manning Road, Glen Cove, New York 11542 246 

54 Locust Street, Riverside, Rhode Island 02915 177 

P.O. Box 9252, Richmond Hts. , Mo. 63117 144 

3509 North Hills Blvd. , No. Little Rock, Ark. 72116 145 
P.O. Box 2223, Van Nuys, California 91404 126 


Thomas G. Aylward 
Vera M. Cain 
R. S. Carter 
Mrs. Thomas N. Wllltns 
William R. T. Smith 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

130 N.W. 102nd St. , Miami Shores, Fla. 33150 
1225 Beaumont Avenue, Beaumont California 92223 
4300 S.E. River Drive, Portland, Oregon 97222 
P.O. Box 245, Brldgton, Maine 04009 
111 Garrison Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
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A SURVEY OF LARGE CENT AUCTIONS 


Part I: COMPANIES and PRACTICES 

John D. Wright 

This survey encompasses the period from the Pearl Catalogue (1944) to date 
(1971). Final data-collectlon has taken almost three years and has produced a 
condensate of somewhat over 100 "significant" catalogues (as we shall later define 
the term) from over 1200 catalogues examined. 

During the data-collectlon phase I had occasion to learn of traits and features 
of several of the major U, S. auction companies of this period. This preliminary 
report on auction companies and practices Is the first of a proposed series that will 
cover such topics as a precise definition of the six parameters chosen to measure 
"significance", significant sales rated and compared, and a tracing of appearance- 
history of the fifty + pre-1836 serial varieties that have turned up less than ten 
times each during this period. 

Associated 

Associated Coin Auction Company Issued auction catalogues from 1955 to 
1958. Their one claim to fame is the Warfield Collection (MANA 55), one of the 
great cent sales of all times. 


Bolender 


M. H. Bolender of Freeport, Illinois, and later San Marino, California, 
published from two to eight coin auction catalogues each year from 1922 to 1960, 
averaging two or three a year after 1945. Three of the 33 Bolender catalogues 
seen since 1945 (9.1%) would be significant to a large cent specialist. 

The best of these Is Bolender 181, which contained an outstanding collection of 
cents through 1826. The remainder of this collection was offered in Bolender 182. 
The collector's name associated with this outstanding collection would be of great 
interest to, the whole membership. Might this be the Carl Wurtzbach collection? 

I have not seen Bolender 191, 192, 193, 196. Nor have I any word of his 
grading/ attribution accuracy. 


Bluestone 

Barney Bluestone of Syracuse, New York, Issued from four to eight 
catalogues a year from 1931 to 1950. His catalogues were well-done but contained 
no plates, which is usually the case with any pre-1950 catalogue. I have seen only 
14 Bluestone catalogues, 1945-47, and four of them (28.6%) were cent-variety 
significant. Bluestone 88 was the best of these. I have not seen Bluestone 99 
through 109. 
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Federal 


Federal Coin Exchange, later Federal Brand Enterprises, under the late 
Michael Kolman, has been producing coin sales since 1954 or before In Cleveland, 
Ohio. The catalogues are rambling, opinionated, and completely unproofed. Four 
of the 25 catalogues seen (16%) would be significant to a cent specialist. The 
most famous of these is ANA 64, there called "The Sawickl Collection". 

Whoepr the collection came from, It far surpassed the Sawickl collection sold by 

Stack's In February 54, I have heard nothing on grading/attribution accuracy of 
Federal. 


French's 

Charles French of Troy, New York, and later Jensen Beach, Florida, has 
conducted from two to four sales annually since 1939, the most recent being 
French s 101. These sales are generally held in conjunction with a club or state 
com show. The coins are not available for examination at the show, but are mailed 
from Florida later to the successful bidders. Three of the 63 French's catalogues 
seen (4.8%) are significant for large cent varieties. All of these were in the 1960's, 
The best Is the Colvin Collection (MANA 62). 

Cents are rarely attributed in a French's catalogue, and I have heard no word 
on accuracy of the few exceptions. I have not seen sales number 39, 44, 81. 


Holllnbeck-Kagln 

Hollinbeck Coin Company of Des Moines, Iowa, published Its first mall bid 
sale In 1940. Art and Paul Kagin took over the company and after a long transition 
period changed the name to Hollinbeck-Kagin. The company's main activity is mall 
b d (no floor session), with up to twelve sales per year. The current rate is five 
or six sales per year, serially numbered, with the most recent sale being number 

2920 

Before 1955, sales were numbered by two's or three's, so several "numbers" 
are nonexistent. When the magical number "250" rolled around In late 1963, the 
Quarter Millennium Sale" continued through six or more catalogues into 1965, 
with the succeeding numbers being skipped later to make up the difference. 


No sales seen before 1951 can be rated as significant for large cent 
varieties. Twenty-three of the 135 H-K catalogues seen (17.2%) were judged 
worth listing, and this percentage would seem to imply another eight or so good 

ones in the 45 sales not seen. The years 1953 and 1955-58 are weak in my "seen 
list on this company. 


II 
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Many coins offered by this company appear In sale after sale until an 
appreciative home can be found. Prices realized are uniformly high and often 
questionable. Grading seems much abused but returns are not questioned. 
Their terms of sale stress the point "You must be satisfied". I have heard of 
only a single attribution complaint on this company. 


Kabealo 


S, J, Kabealo of Pasadena, California, has been conducting from two to 
six auction sales each year since 1928, with a lull in 1966-67. His catalogues 
vary from a dozen to forty pages each, most of them being little more than 
pamphlets. 

Despite the occasional pedigree-listing "ex-Kabealo" seen in the early- 
mid 1950's, only one (2%) of the fifty Kabealo catalogues seen would rate 
significant to a variety collector. Many of these cents failed to find appreciative 
homes and appeared In sale after sale over the next five-year period. Although 
I’ve heard nothing of his grading/attribution accuracy, I would question any 
cataloguer who lists "new NC varieties" which answer the description of known 
common varieties. 


Katen 


Frank Katen of tbe Washington, D. C. area, published catalogues of coins 
from 1946 through 1951. His subsequent catalogues have been of numismatic 
books only. No Katen coin catalogue would be of interest to a large cent specialist, 
although his later catalogues might be useful In locating cent catalogues. 


Kelly- Paramount 


The late Jim Kelly operated under his own name from 1947 to 1959, then 
under the name World Numlsmatlques until he joined forces with Paramount in 
1965. Four of the 48 catalogues (8.3%) I have seen by Kelly under these three 
names would be significant for large cent varieties. 

Grading complaints were no more numerous than with most other cata- 
loguers, but his attributions were not to be relied upon. The Century Sale and 
ANA 67 are the most famous of his catalogues for pennyhounds. The former 
is correct (thou^ barely significant), but the latter is riddled with mis- 
attrlbutlons . 
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Kosoff 


Abe Kosoff began publishing coin catalogues in New York City in 1940, 

From 1943 to 1954 he was associated with Abner Krelsberg in that city as 
Numismatic Gallery, The partnership dissolved in late 1954, and both partners 
moved to Southern California and continued publishing under their own names. 
Later Abe’s late son Steve operated Numismatic Enterprises In that area while 
Abe continued under his own name. 

Ten of the 54 catalogues (18.5%) I have seen from these companies are 
significant for large cent varieties. The Pearl, Williams, Downing, and Schwartz 
sales are the most famous of Kosoff 's large cent sales. He has had an occasional 
problem or two with slight overgrading and an Infrequent misattrlbutlon, but 
nothing rampant. His sales are unrestricted auctions with a floor session and re- 
turns are not permitted without written permission. 


Krelsberg 

With the disbandment of Numismatic Gallery, Abner Krelsberg also moved to 
Southern California and did business under his own name, under the name Quality 
Sales, and In conjunction with Jerry Cohen and/or Hans Schulman in New York 
City. Two of the twenty-seven catalogues seen (7.4%) under these names could be 
called significant for large cent varieties. Both of these sales were in the 1960's. 

I have heard nothing of his grading and attribution reliability. 


Mayflower 

This Boston company has held twenty-four sales since their first sale In 
November 56. They generally run one sale in the winter and one each summer. 
Six of their 24 sales (25%) are significant for large cent varieties. Their grading 
has been questioned and their attributions are not always reliable, but many true 
rarities have passed through their hands. Their best large cent sale (Thurlow, 
December 67 ) contained over seventy lots of large cents which reappeared at 
biuch lower prices realized In the "Saslow" sale by Rarcoa thirteen months later. 


Mehl 


B, Max Mehl of Ft. Worth, Texas, was one of the most famous of Amerioan 
coin dealers. He conducted 116 auction sales from 1906 to 1955. Of the eleven 
Mehl sales seen since 1945, three (27.3%) would be of Interest to cent specialists 
(Gelss, Nell, Green). Mehl was also the purveyor of the famous Dr. French 
collection of large cents In early depression days. I have not seen Mehl 106, and 
have heard nothing of his grading or attribution accuracy. 
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Me r kin 


This New York City dealer has conducted from two to five sales each year 
since 1964. Three of hlg eighteen sales (16,7%) would rate significant to a 
cent variety specialist. His most famous sale Is the Helfensteln collection, 
August 64, 

Lester Merkln builds his reputation as an authoritative gentleman-dealer 
In antiquities. Mlsattrlbutlons and mlsgradlngs are extremely rare. Each sale 
Is culminated by a floor session. Sales are unrestricted public auctions and 
written permission Is required for returns. 


New Netherlands 

Since their first catalogue In 1940, this New York City company has built 
an International reputation for professionalism. They specialize In collector's 
Items, expertly catalogued, and their catalogues are themselves sought as 
collector's Items. NN conducts from zero to five sales a year, with six 
serially-numbered sales In the last decade. Grading Is consistently very con- 
servative, and I have never heard of an NN mlsattrlbutlon. 

Fifteen of the 45 NN catalogues published since 1945 (33,3%) are signifi- 
cant for large cent varieties. All of these were since 1950, The most famous of 
these Is the Boyd-Gasklll sale, NN 50. Each serially-numbered sale Is an un- 
restricted public auction, culminated by a floor session, and returns are not 
permitted without written permission. 


Karcoa 


Rare Coin Company of America, a Chicago company, has published small- 
sized auction catalogues since the early 1960's. Only two of these sales might be 
called significant by a cent specialist. The first of these was a re-offerlng of a 
major portion of the Thurlow collection^ under the name "Saslow" (January 69). 
These coins actually sold, and at extremely reasonable prices. Bidders on this 
mall bid sale were quite pleasantly surprised. The other notable cent sale Is 
the Masters collection, sold this month at the CSNS convention, Rarcoa's grading 
Is a bit optimistic. 


Stack's 


This New York City company is a family business, now employing third- 
generation Stack ben try. Before their consolidation, members of the Stack 
family were associated with Morganthau and/or operated New York Coin Company,. 
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Stack's, and Imperial Coin Company, Stack's Is now one of the world's leading 
numismatic houses. Their sales number six to eight per year (up to eleven 
In the early 1950's), with a floor session culminating each. No sales are con- 
ducted In July or August -- a tradition to be broken by the ANA sale this 
year. 


Stack's sales are unrestricted public auctions to a large clientele, Mls- 
attrlbutlons are quite Infrequent, grading Is generally accurate, and written 
permission Is required for returns, which are not allowed without sound 
justification. As with most companies, most large cents offered are not 
attributed. Nineteen of the 166 Stack's catalogues seen (11.5%) are significant 
for large cent varieties. The most famous of these is the Anderson Dupont sale 
of 1954, catalogued by Dr. Sheldon. 

Stack's subsidiary, Coin Galleries, specializes in Foreign and Ancient 
coins, with only an occasional small section of U, S. material. None of their 
catalogues are significant for large cents. 


Other Good 

Morganthau of New York City produced the Newcomb sale In two parts In 
1945. Christie's (London), Flambeau, Hlllcrest, Old Colony, Pennypacker, 
and Rendell each produced one significant large cent sale during this period. 
Besides these. Central Coin Mart, Montrose Coin Galleries, and Pickwick Coin 
Company each acquired significant cent collections In the early 1960 's and 
offered them at fixed prices through the Numismatic Scrapbook, 


Other 


George Bennett, David Bullowa, Cellna Coin Company, Henry Christensen, 
Coins & Currency, R, Green, Henry Grunthal, Harmer-Rooke, Parke-Bernet, 
Hans Schulman, and Leo Young all produced copious volumes of auction 
catalogues during this period. None of them were significant from a cent- 
speclallst's viewpoint. 




EAC members will be sorry to hear of the death of a "Large Cent Collector" 
famous for his fabulous collection of Large Cents. According to his will, ha did 
not want anypubllctty given to his passing, hut the Large Cent fraternity knows that 
it has suffered a great loss. 
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EAC MEMBERSHIP ROSTER WITH MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 


1. 

William H, Sheldon, M.D. 

56 

2. 

Alan G. Bates 

57 

3. 

Walter Breen 

58 

4. 

Robinson S» Brown, Jr. 

59 

5. 

Julius Reiver 

60 

6. 

Milton B, Pfeffer 

61 

7. 

John D. Wright 

62 

8. 

Col. Ted Haggarty 

63 

9. 

James G. Johnson 

64 

10. 

Charles S, Latham 

65 

11. 

Denis W. Lorlng 

66 

12. 

J. Robert Parson 

67 

13. 

Herbert A« Sllberman 

68 

14, 

Joseph W, Rattner 

69 

15. 


70 

16. 

Wayne G. Sllfe 

71 

17. 

Chas. M, Skiendslelewskl 

72 

18. 

Edward Ro Bush, M.D. 

73, 

19. 

Gordon J, Wrubel 

74 

20. 

Willard C, Blalsdell 

75, 

21. 


76 

22. 

Eugene Exman 

77, 

23. 

Carl D, Hardesty 

78, 

24. 

Philip F, VanC leave 

79, 

25. 

Richard Helllgman 

80, 

26. 

Alton A. Wentz el III 

81, 

27. 

Kenneth J. Sartorls, M.D. 

82, 

28. 

R. C. Waterman 

83, 

29, 

Dane B. Nielsen 

84, 

30. 


85, 

31. 

Thomas P. Wolf 

86, 

32. 

William J, Parks 

87, 

33. 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 

88, 

34. 

W. E. Bost 

89, 

35. 

George Ramont 

90, 

36. 

D, V. Boardman, M.D. 

91, 

37. 

John W. Young 

92, 

38. 

Heber H, Dunkle 

93, 

39. 

C. F. Gordon, Jr. 

94, 

40. 

Dr. Jack 0. Yeager 

95, 

41. 


96, 

42. 

Thomas H, Borysek 

97, 

43. 


98, 

44. 

David G. Rhodes 

99, 

45. 

Allen Corson 

100, 

46. 

J, M, Cooper 

101, 

47. 

Raymond H. Chatham 

102, 

48. 

Charles A, Blood 

103, 

49. 

Gordon Gill 

104, 

50. 

Helen Creed Fischer 

105, 

51. 

H. J. Stein, M.D. 

106, 

52. 

William H. Froehllg 

107, 

53. 

Joseph M. Cotter 

108, 

54. 

Raymond H, Williamson 

109, 

55. 

W, E. Johnson 

110, 
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R. W. Fellows 
George N» Polls, M.D. 
Albert E. Brown 
Charles E, Funk, Jr, 
Roy E. Naftzger, Jr, 
Charles L, Ruby 
Vera Cain 
Ralph A. Brown 


Capt. Darwin B. Palmer 
N. Dale Lance 

Carl Wlndon 
Burton L, Ebert 
FredC, Andrews 
John M. Ward, Jr, 

Henry D. Craven 
Charles E. Rinehart 
Dorothy I, Paschal 
Robert S. Carter 


John A. Schreuder 
Paul Munson 

William E, Hopkins, M.D, 

John Baker 
Harrison King 
Thomas G, Aylward 

Elwood W. Rlndahl 
William C. Peddle 


Maurice M. Gould 
Douglas Weaver 

Lawrence A. Nllson 
Charles S„ Haas 
Capt. Chas. E, Stillwell 

Gordon Hamack 
Paul W, Paterson 
Stanley R. Trychel 

Brian Altman, M.D. 
Paul Torrence 
John E. Borhek 
Rod Burress 
Peter G, Anderson 


111. Del Bland 

112. J. A, Feather 

113. J. M, Cooper, Jr. 

114. R. L. McArthy 

115. Jack Collins 

116. George K. Pretsch 

117. Ike Malinger 

118. Anthony Modarelll 

119. 

120. Emil A. Rochet 

121. George L. Van Doren 

122. Richard C, Shay 

123. Lillian S, Williams 

124. 

125. 

126. James H. Goudge 

127. 

128. Alan Shlndler 

129. Robert E„ LaBouff 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. A. M. Kagln 

134. 

135. Alan Meghrlg 

136. 

137. Julius Feldman 

138. James K. Norwood 

139. Norman T, Waltt 

140. G. M, Patterson 

141. Bay D, Munde 

142. Charles E, Davis 

143. 

144. R. Tettenhorst 

145. C, H. Orth 
146; 

147i Joseph Greeley, M.D. 

148. Nathaniel Eaton 

149. James Mace, Jr. 

150. Nolan L, DeBorde 

151. Robert P, Carter 

152. Ken E, Bressett 

153. Richard C. Mar lor 

154 . Raymond B. Fowler 

155. 

156. Floyd T. Starr 

157. Dr, Charles F. Helnlg 

158. Paul E. Kohler 

159. 

160. Douglas Banning 

161. F, Martin Post 

162. 

163, Hugh Campbell 
'P^aul M. Carter 
1^5. Richard D. Dolloff 

Deleted as per member’s request. 


166. 

167. David W. Fischer 
, 168. Dr. Arnold F, Strother 

169. C. Thomas Morley 

170. 

171. George A, Klongland 

172. 

173. 

174. Charles M, Shure 

175. Ronald J, Halko 

176. 

177. Ronald J, Reposa 

178. Ralph C, Langham 

179. William Van Roden 

180. Frank Obermeyer, Jr. 

181. George V. Nelson 

182. Randall G. Schweitzer 

183. John A, McGeary, M.D 

184. Frank D, Cory 

185. Charles E. Plunkett 

186. Leslie A. Johnson 

187. Dale W. Blake 

188. Roger S. Cohen 

189. * 

190. 

191. Paul Ollphant 

192. Robert T. Gundersen 

193. Harry J. Forman 

194. George A. Noble 

195. James P. Burke 

196. Bruce A, Tucker 

197. C. Douglas Smith 

198. Richard Wlnterholder 

199. Jeffrey M. Peck 

200. Glenn A. Kemp 

201. Donald Botteron 

202. M/Sgt. Jan W, Edeburn 

203. Stanley Apfelbaum 

204. Q. David Bowers 

205. Ted Hoffman 

206. * , ' 

207. Ed Leventhal '' 

208. Robert Martin 

209. Thomas D, Reynolds 

210, Jay M, Sklar, M.D. 

211. Bill Weber , 

212, William R. T. Smith 

213, William F. Baumann 

214, Donal H. Boiler 

216, 1, Herbert Katz, M.D. 

216. John W. Adams 

217. Milton LaLosh 

218. BobYueH - -r-sr • 

219. John C, Salisbury 

220. Andrew J| Amata 
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221. George D. Pate, Sr. 

222. Enoch W. Blackwell 

223. R. E. Vail 

224. George E. Wiles, Jr 

225. Daryl Mercer 

226. Barton M. Leaf 

227. Clara A, Sanders 

228. Philip L, Wagner 

229. Eugene M, Freeman 

230. Jesse M. Patrick 

231. James Mackle 

232. John Jay Ford, Jr. 

233. Phil L. Branson 

234. Michael A, Graham 

235. Malcolm Varner 


236. J. M. Wolfe 

237. Zack Carden 

238. Rosario Zambuto 

239. George R, Rising 

240. W, A. Selfrldge 

241. David Whiting 

242. Robert R. Shaw 

243 . Worth Brown 

244. John Attlcks 

245. Richard B. Knight 

246. Jackson C, St rm 

247. 

248. 

249. 

250. 


Total Membership 207 




THE PRESERVATION AND STORAGE OF LARGE CENTS 


Julius Feldman 


Recently, I had occasion to accompany my wife to the Gold Bond Stamp 
Redemption Center In our neighborhood; and while browsing about the store, I came 
across what In my opinion Is an Ideal storage cabinet for the large cent collector. 

The Item Is listed as Akro-Mlls Guardian Locking Cabinet D749 and may be 
obtained for 2 1/5 Gold Bond Stamp Books. 

The cabinet Is of welded steel frame measuring 10 3/4 x 7 x 9 1/2 inches, and 
contains thirteen styrene drawers with dividers, press-on labels, lock and key 
(which will keep your favorite large cents out of the hands of youngsters), and a 
handle for carrying. 

Inasmuch as I utilize 2x2 plastic holders, I found that the drawers were not 
high enough to accommodate them, but this difficulty is easily remedied by removing 
every other row. This leaves two rows of three drawers each, and each drawer will 
hold 24 2x2 plastic holders or 55 of the cardboard holders. The bottom drawer 
extends the entire width of the cabinet and can be used either as a storage place for 
odds and ends such as brushes, labels, holders, etc. or It can be spaced Into four 
equal parts by dividers, making drawers similar to the ones above with room for an 
additional ninety-six holders. 

The cabinet Is sturdy, dustproof, can easily be transported, has a lock and key, 
and Is Ideal for safeguarding and storing your large cents. I now possess two 
cabinets , and I find them very useful. 
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THE CENTS OF 1797 


Dane B. Nielsen 

Traditionally the cents of 1794 and 1803 have been regarded as the most popular 
among the early dates, but for different reasons: the '94 's always dominated the 
attention of those early collectors whose names are so well-known to us today; while 
the 1803 cents are rich in interesting, different, and even unique die characteristics, 
yet all but three or four varieties of them may be readily found at a moderate price. 
When the "variety bug" bites a collector, he generally begins with the friendly ’03's, 

Recently, the 1798 cents have become much in demand as have those of 1796 and 
1800. Part of this Interest may be attributed to the fact that a number of choice coins 
of these dates recently have been made available from several older collections. 

Heading the short list of "sleeper" years in the early dates, at least in my opinion, 
are the cents of 1797. What are the reasons for the rather routine Interest in this 
fascinating date? Probably there are several. At first glance, the obverses may 
appear comparatively uninteresting and much alike. Secondly, of the thirty-two 
varieties and edge varieties now known, fully half of them fall into the very rare to 
unique category. Quite possibly, those who cannot afford top grade coins are dis- 
couraged by the Nichols Find varieties. And finally, the reason I've heard m st often 
for the lack of Intense interest by collectors in the 1797's is that "except for the stem- 
less wreath varieties, they aren't so easy to attribute (or to "cherryplck") In other 
words, few collectors have worked out a system to recognize the rare varieties of 1797 
without long, hurried, and often embarrassing minutes spent in carefully studying 
PENNY WHIMSY. 

It is my feeling that 1797 represents the most fertile field in the early cents for the 
diligent cherryplcker. Several other dates have yielded Important discoveries in 
recent years, but 1797 seems to have quietly developed into a real bonanza for the 
eagle-eyed searcher. 

Recent facts perhaps substantiate this assertion. Of the six collectible R7 
varieties listed in PENNY WHIMSY, only one of them (the NC5 whlchds, perhaps, in 
the lower range of R7 ) certainly remains so at this time. The S-129, 132, and 143 are 
surely well out of the R7 range with possibly 15 to 20 of each now being known, while 
the S-124 and 125 remain close to R7 but in my opinion do not quite qualify. In con- 
tinuing a step further to the R6's, the same pattern may be observed. Of the five 
varieties listed at this level, only the S-122 and 142 undoubtedly qualify. Both may be 
of very nearly the same rarity as the S-129, 132, and 143. The S-133 and 141 are 
borderline R6's at the very best, and it may take a fully Very Fine coin to qualify for 
the Condition Census of either variety. Finally, the S-127 certainly is R5, although 
probably in the upper range. Its Condition Census may also include no specimens 
below the Very Fine level. 


^Wheoever cne puts forth his own personal opinions (no matter how well 
researched and documented they may be ) , he Is open for much disagreement 
and even criticism » I'm sure to Infuriate s mebody who has recently cherry- 
picked an S-129 or who has Just paid a mld-three figure price for an S-143 with 
claims of Fine grade. If it is of any comfort, it should be remembered that the 
rarity ratings are comparatively correct for the most part, and with many more 
serious variety collectors today than there were even only ten years ago, the 
demand has probably increased at an even more rapid pace than the new 
discoveries could supply. In other words, the day may be past when any very 
rare variety can drop In value as soon as a new example Is discovered, as happens 
from time to time, 

ilecently I have heard several collectors groan because they are unable to 
cherryplck like several of our more active collectors are doing. The most likely 
explanation for this is that very few of us who nourish such a desire probably have 
a comparable amount wf time to spend In memorizing PENNY WHIMSY. May I 
suggest that this Is the wrong approach anjAvay? I doubt If any cherryplcker ever 
started out that way (although the desire to try has probably entered everybody’s 
mind!). So, Is there a trick to It? There certainly Is. For me, at least, the 
trick has always been to become familiar with several of the Identification hints for 
each date. As an example, take the 1803 ’s. I do not specialize in this year, but I 
Could probably cherryplck fifty 1803 cents inside of two minutes. This can be done 
by looking for the large date with the pointed 1 (S-264, 265) or the distinctive re- 
lationship of the leaves of the wreath at D of UNITED as on the NCI. One could cut 
In half the time It takes to locate a rare variety of 1794 cent simply by noting how 
high LIBERTY stands over the forelock. There are dozens of equally simple 
identification marks and literally scores of more definitive characteristics for the 
rapid Identification of most of the better of the early cent varieties. 

Returning now to those unfamiliar 1797's, I'd like to suggest a system which 
will allow any collector after a half hour of study with PENNY WHIMSY in h’s hand 
to attribute 98 per cent of the 1797 cents inside of two minutes. Once one‘ ^ 
memorizes the key, only about twenty seconds may be required for attribution. 
Finally, after some experience with the system, all of the collectible varieties 

of 1797 may be recgonlzed at a careful glance then, you're really 

an expert ! 

May I suggest that you Xerox a copy of the following key and that you keep It 
in your copy of PENNY WHIMSY? It will usually be all that you will need to 
attribute the 1797's In no time. 

How does one use the key? First of ail, notice the eleven major Identifying 
characteristics which are underlined, In the rlghthand column. By studying 
PENNY whimsy’s plates and descriptions, one should become very familiar with 
each of these eleven key characteristics If he Isn't already. Once he has mastered 
them, he’s ready to attribute any collectible 1797 cent In a matter of seconds ! 
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simply pick up the coin, compare It with the eleven points In the right column 
and locate the particular point which identifies your coin. Next, match your coin 
with the identifying characteristic In the first and second column (If necessary), 
and then read Its Sheldon number In the far left column. The asterisks Indicate 
which varieties have the defective B In LIBERTY as described In PENNY 
WHIMSY, A careful confirmation of your attrlbutl *n with your PENNY WHIMSY 
should be the final step until complete familiarization with the key has been 
acquired. 

Once the eleven Identifying characteristics are finally learned, they are al- 
ways reliable except for the second and the ninth. However, perfect die S-126*s 
and high grade, very early state S-138's (with strong OF) are very rarely 
encountered. 

So what happens If your coin Is definitely not one of those 98 per cent which 
can be attributed from the key? Don't feel too badly! That only means that you 
have an S-12i, 123, 124, 125, 135, 141, an early S-126 or 130, or an NO; and 
who could be upset about that? Once one is totally familiar with the key, it Is a 
simple procedure to learn some additional identifying points which are not covered 
by the key (e.g, the spacing of the denominator and the ribbon on the S-122, or the 
die swellings of the S-124 or 125). 

Finally, anybody after a little study and experience can attribute any 1797 cent 
In a matter of seconds. If your c“ln definitely is not covered by the key (maybe a 
1-50 chance or less), then It Is either a Nichols Find coin or a real rarity! One 
can hardly go wrong ! 

This may not be the only system for attributing the 1797 cents, but It Is the 
simplest, quickest, and most comprehensive I've ever tried. Why don't you give It 
a try and see how It works ? 

Happy hunting ! And please - let me know what you think of it I 


ATTRIBUTING THE VARIETIES 1797 


S-120a Plain Edge 
120b Gripped Edge 



Very V(lde Daie 



Rev, of *96 

(single leaf) 


Usually a heavy break from 
right border to neck 

Peaked Hair Wave under left 

serif of E In LIBERTY 

128 1 touches hair; often 

many cracks In lower obv, 

"'129 1 free of hair; defective 

B; lower obv. perfect 

*130 Stems to Wreath . . . . , 


M cut over E In 
AMERICA 


Heavy arc crack behind 
*^^1 Stemless — ^ hair knot near border 

*132 . Upper serif of B defective 

^ Stem less Wreath ( Style 
• Perfect B In LIBERTY. . 1 letters; no arc crk. ) 

Period before throat ; 

tiny fraction 

^135 

*136 1 of fraction about touches 

the left ribbon X Wide date with 97 

*137 1 more distant; denominator^ close (1 7 97) 

closer to rt. ribbon 

OF on rev, weak or 

obliterated 

139 Perfect B; usually crack 

from left border to hair soratcfaes ; 

*1‘16 Defective B; often die ^ 

sinking In lower obv. 

*141 

142 . Stems to Wreath .... 


from rt, end of fr. 
bar and end of 1 , stem 


143 Stemless Wreath . . . 


: Style 2 letters In 
LIBERTY; 7 ImbeAled 
In drapery; no arc crk. 


* Defective B In LIBERTY. liie upper serif of the B Is either missing or 
very nearly so. This can be a useful tool in helping to confirm 
attributions. 

REMEMBER I This key can save you a lot of time, once you are familiar 
with It; but until you have gained much "In the copper" 
experience, be sure and confirm your attribution with 
PENNY WHIMSY, 

GOOD LUCK! 
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ANQTHEil PENNY QUIZ 
John b, Wright 

After a great deal of prodding and an even greater amount of brain-racking, 
Penny Quiz is back. These puzzlers aren't easy, so don't expect a quickie 
perfect score". Your competition is your fellow club-members — not much 
more or much less learned than yourself. So try this one on for size and drop me 
a line with your answers by the 20 June deadline. Rules are as usual: prizes for 

the best replies, names of all respondents published (without evaluation), and the 
"best try" singled out for special lauds. Answers, names, and comments will be 
la the next Issue of Penny- \Vise. I welcome all comments and printable suggestions, 
and I solicit ideas for some more good, new questions. Who has an idea? 

John D. Wright 
4638 West Alice 
Stevensvllle, Michigan 49127 

1. How many new Sheldon varieties (not in PENNY WHIMSY) have been published 
or republished in the pages of Penny-Wise? How many new dies does this 
represent, and how does this compare with the 1949-58 period? 

2. How many not-ln-Newcomb varieties have been claimed and verified in the 
1816-1835 series, and how many new dies does this represent? 

3. By what single feature can a worn Nichols Find variety be recognized at a 
glance with 99% accuracy? 

4. During what year(s) did the United States mint more dollar-value in cents than 
in all other denominations combined? 

5. Several varieties of cents between 1800 and 1835 occasionally come with the 
reverse crossways to the obverse. Name at least four, such varieties. 

6. What years after 1800 show a variation in the number of berries on the 

reverse? 

7. In what year(s) did regular-issue U. S. cents bear the smallest legend? 

8. Some cents of 1793 were struck with fifteen chain links. Some cents of 1817 
were struck with fifteen stars. Give the reason for this number in each case. 
Give examples from other U, S. denominations of similar occurrences for the 
same reason(s). 

9. Considering actual auction sales since 1944, how many sales w uld be 
required to provide at least one listing of every serial Sheldon variety? 

What sales? 

10. Repeat question 9 (both parts ) for "every known variety of 1816-1835". 
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EDWARD C. ROCHETTE, Editor of THE NUMISMATIST, 

GIVES HIS TWO CENTS WORTH 

"Because of the very Interesting articles that appear In PENNY-WISE, I try to 
make It a point not to overlook reading It when it comes into ANA headquarters, 
although the pressures with our new printer sometimes takes priority from my 
free time. 

In reading the March 15 issue, I feel that I must take issue with Burton E, 

Ebert in his "Two Cents Worth". I'm afraid that he has short-changed your readers. 

First, I would like to point out that THE NUMISMATIST is copyrighted for the 
protection of its authors. If an article was not copyrighted, any publisher could 
copy the material and offer it for sale without any remuneration or benefits for the 
author. In no way would the copyrDghtlug of THE NUMISMATIST prevent EAC from 
publishing key articles or others in book form or monographs and offer them for 
sale as a source of revenue. If an article appeared first in THE NUMISMATIST, 
all that it would take would be a letter of permission. This has been done in the 
past. In fact, the Token and Medal Society has published a book on early articles 
on American tokens that appeared in THE NUMISMATIST, all previously copy- 
righted articles. The title was "American Token Reprints", and the association's 
remuneration was four copies for the Library. This was perfectly satisfactory with 
the ANA. 

Needless to say, the whole purpose of intent of ANA is to promote numismatics 
and numismatic knowledge, 

I am sorry that Mr. Ebert did not bother to check the February Issue of THE 
NUMISMATIST In regards to Jeffrey and Paul Ollphant’s article on "Large Cent 
Restrlkes". The very prominent box on the lead page of this lead article acknowledged 
the fact that the piece originally appeared in the September, 1970 issue of PENNY- 
WISE. In referring back to Capt. Wright's article on "Overdate Large Cents", the 
Early American Coppers Club was recognized in Wright's acknowledgements. 

Neither the authors writing for PENNY-WISE or THE NUMISMATIST are paid 
for their work. Their main satisfaction is in the fact that they are sharing their 
knowledge with other collectorso Both authors voluntarily submitted their 
material for publication in THE NUMISMATIST. Does Mr. Ebert maintain that they 
were wrong In doing so and that we were wrong in wanting our members to share In 
these truly great articles?" 

JOE COTTER RETIRING MOVING TO FLORIDA 

Joe Cotter telephoned the Editor, just as we were going to press. Joe has sold 
his home in Long Island City and has bought a new home in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
He plans to retire and to move to Florida as soon as sale papers on his home In New 
York are finalized. So you Floridians can gpt the Welcome Wagon ready. Joe will 
be on his way shortly, and we hope to have his change of address for including It In 
our next Issue. 
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NED BUSH REPORTS 


The following letter arrived on March 5, too' late to be Included In the March 15 
Issue of PENNY-WISE. Ned Bush wrote to the Editor as follows; 

"Here’s the latest report not so bad considering that 1793 cents are ex- 

pensive, elusive, and a difficult type to analyze. There was uniform concern by the 
members who participated regarding the quality of the reproductions In P-W as well 
as the underlying print-through. Although some said that they had no difficulty In 
either attributing or grading despite the print-through, others were very much con- 
cerned. Gordon Harnack was one of the latter, and he offered to try to reproduce the 
photos on equipment of his own. He suggested that If the method worked out satis- 
factorily, he could reproduce all the photos of the Photo-Penny Quizzes In the form 
of plates which then could be sold on a non-profit arrangement to whoever was 
Interested, I thought the Idea sounded great !" 

ANSWERS TO THE THIRD PHOTO-PENNY QUIZ 

For the rarity of the series and the general low grade quality of the material, 
the number of responses to our third P-PQ was well above that which was expected. 
The attributions were exceptional, and the gradings were excellent; in fact, the 
averages of the responses were almost identical to the panel's analysis of the coins. 
My thanks go to those respondents who spent time and effort In evaluating the pieces 
and who offered valuable suggestions on the improvement of the column. They were: 
David Fischer, Richard Marlor, Raymond Chatham, Tom Wolf, Julius Feldman, 
Darwin Palmer, Rod Burress, and Gordon Harnack. 

The results were as follows: 


Coin No, 

Attribution 

% Correct 

Grade by 

Answers 

Received 



Answers 

Panel 

Average 

Range 

1. 

S-3 

50 

3 

3,0 

1-6 

2. 

S-1 

100 

4 

3,0 

1-8 

3, 

S-1 

87.5 

6 

6.1 

2-15 

4. 

S-11 

100 

8 

7.0 

5-12 

5, 

3-11 

100 

4 

3.75 

2-6 

6, 

S-5 

100 

3 

3.0 

1-5 

7. 

S-6 

100 

2 

2.1 

1-4 

' 8. 

S-9 

100 

20 

15.4 

10-25 


The only consistent comment from the participants was that of the print-through 
that existed. I'm hoping that the next issue will show an improvement in this. I’m 
discussing alternate methods of reduplicating the photos In hopes of improving the 
quality of the photographs. The next P-PQ will include the Liberty Caps. If any of 
the members have top-grade coins In this series, I would appreciate a chance to use 
them In the next quiz. 
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INDEX CARDS FOR LARGE CENTS 


EAC Member Elwood W. Rlndahl, of 2227 Catsklll Street, Duluth, Minnesota 
55811, has devised some special Index cards for use by large cent collectors to 
keep records on their various coins. He has forwarded the Editor a sample and the 
card seems to make available, at one's finger tip, all pertinent Information regard- 
ing a particular variety one has In his collection. The card provides space for 
date of purchase, attribution number, rarity, grading by the Sheldon or B&D method, 
where purchased, and cost, A space for remarks Is provided, as well as subse- 
quent valuations over a ten year period. The Editor feels certain that Mr, Rlndahl 
would be glad to send a sample to any EAC member requesting It, but the Editor 
suggests that you send a self-addressed, stamped envelope with your request, 

Mr, Rlndahl's letter went as follows: 

"In my letter to you In which I sent my 1971 dues, I mentioned that I was going 
to have some Large Cent Index Cards printed. I am enclosing several of these 
cards for your perusal and comments. 

I give credit to the Idea of an Index Card system to Charles R» Hoskins whose 
article "How To Keep Track of Your Coins" appeared In the September, 1970 Issue 
of COINage Magazine. Mr, Hoskins' card was designed to cover any coin, I 
changed the card to take care of my particular needs and perhaps the needs of other 
EAC members. 

I used to keep record of my large cents In a ledger, but I find this system far 
superior. With the ledger method, coins were always entered out of order, making 
It necessary to go through my entire list to find out If a new acquisition was truly a 
new acquisition or merely another duplicate," 

RE: ZACK CARDEN’S 1867/7 INDIAN HEAD CENT 

In the March 15 Issue of PENNY-WISE, mention was made of an 1867/7 Indian 
Head cent owned by Zack Carden, Zack furnished us with some photographs of his 
coin which are very Interesting and show up the overdate well. However, because 
of an austerity budget for at least this issue of PENNY-WISE, we do not plan to 
reproduce them here, Zack has furnished P-W with a brief descriptive addendum 
to follow sequentially with a listing of four such type varieties made by Capt. Otto 
Stelnberger previously. Carden's addendum Is: 

"No. 5. Tip of bust nearly over tip of figure 1. 

Appears to be the same as No, 2 with the exception 
that figures 6 and 7 have been recut (doubled) and 
portions of each are visible above the respective 
numbers and at the Inner curl of the niuneral 6. ” 

John Wright has sent the following comment: "Zack Carden's Indian Head variety 
has been known for at least twenty years. It Is occasionally offered at auction, 
bringing about double or so what a normal 1867 should. The variety is pictured In 
Spadone and was listed as Variety #3 of the year by Otto Stelnberger In his series on 
Indian Head Cent Date Varieties in the NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK Magazine In the 
early 1960's, " 
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EAC CENSUS OF R7 VARIETIES 

Members are urgently requested to forward listings of all R7 varieties In 
their collections to Denis W. Lorlng 
259 Summer Street 
Somerville, Massachusetts 02143. 

Information should Include all pertinent details such as condition or grade, and 
pedigree If known. Compilation of this census will eventually be reported In 
PENNY-WISE and will be also made available to Dr, Sheldon for his revision of 
PENNY WHIMSY, Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

Information Is requested on the following varieties; 

1797 S-124 
S-125 
S-129 
S-132 
S-143 

1798 S-144 
S-149 
S-156 
S-178 
S-180 
S-183 

1800 S-198 
S-210 

1801 3-217 
S-218 


♦ ♦♦♦♦lie******* 

DUES PAYMENTS 

Dues payments are lagging far behind. Many members will stand to lose 
receipt of thhlr next Issue of PENNY-WISE unless they make a payment Immediately. 

No bills are sent out. No notifications are made that you are In arrears. All 
members who joined before July 1, 1970 are expected to contribute at least $5. for 
their 1971 dues. It Is sad to say that as many as 36 members of the first 93 members, 
regarded as Charter Members, still are delinquent. If you are in arrears, then fill 
out the form below and mall It with your check to Herbert A. Sllberman, c/o EAC, 

P. O. Box 336, Brentwood, New York 11717. 


1796 S-90 
S-95 
S-96 
S-99 
S-107 
S-117 
S-118 


1793 S-15 
S-16 

1794 S-18a 
S-19a 
S-33 
S-34 
S-37 
S-39 
S-52 
S-53 
S-66 


Date 

Dear Herb: 

Here are my dues for 1971. Please keep me on the EAC membership list and 
keep sending me PENNY-WISE. 


( Please print name 
and current mailing 
address, ) 
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DEALT A DOUBLE HAND FOR PENNY WHIST 


Paul Carter 

Afflicted as we humans are with various degrees of curiosity, we find satisfac- 
tion in solving problems in those lines of human endeavor which appeal to our 
personality. Scattered throughout the large cent fraternity are some collectors who 
are tagged with the moniker "odd ball buffs" because they are captivated by the odd 
and curious. Just for the record, the term "buff" is not short for "buffoon". Rather, 
it is a colloquialism for "buffer" or "bulwark". Nope, there is no jocularity, 
kidding, or buffoonery in collecting oddies; just a lot of pick-and-shovel work to erect 
a buffer where one can retire in peace and security, the digging being, to name but a 
few points over which one must ponder: what was it used for? why did this happen? 

was it accidental or intentional? maybe it was a Mint booboo? Yup, whatzits are 
Intriguing ! 

In collecting oddies, most all of the pieces are NC's Not jCostly, that is. . . . 

and unique, too ! In amassing the conglomerate, an oddie collector doesn't turn up 
his nose at a countermark, a clipped planchet, a coin struck off center, or a cent 
defaced for a purpose. Even a bit of nice engraving goes. The only line he draws is 
for retooling when done in an attempt to improve condition. Do you have a really 
beat-up cent? Maybe it was made into a hub cap for a reckless surrey driver? 

Get the idea? Interested in becoming an odd ball buff? Easy to analyze the 
situation, yourself? Is a challenge your cup of tea? Although not exactly a require- 
ment, it's helpful to have a wallet full of dollar bills - for these collector items, you 
don't need twenties. Now you're on your way! Other points of satisfaction will come 
with buffering. 

When you become an oddie collector, certain privileges are acquired, such as 
coming into contact with some great guys and fellow oddie collectors in EAC like Dr, 
Warren Lapp and Allen Corson, When you take a heaping portion of hospitality, 
flavor it with congeniality, season it well with wit, and top off the whole with 
knowledgablllty, then privilege and appreciation become synonymous, especially 

when you're burning the 3 or 4 A.M. oil over their collection because in the 

oddie category, it would be pretty hard to beat these two gentlemen aforementioned, 
not only in their particular field, but also in the above mentioned better human traits. 
Dr. Lapp's sidelight bag is the odd ball use of large cents. Alien Corson’s forte is 

countermarked large cents Allen calls them his "B.U. " (for "beat-up") set. I 

am sure that all of you have read with appreciation the submissions over the years of 
both. If you dlsremember, then look back and note P-W's Index, then give three 
cheers for Charlie Funk. 

While I don't possess the candle power of either of the above mentioned gentle- 
men, mine being more in the Illumination of a flickering whale oil lamp, may I sound 
off a tootle in my own behalf about an oddie recently acquired? Whatzit? Dealt off 
the bottom of the deck fof a game of Penny Whist - a 1795 S-76b on a thin flan, and 
overstruck in part with *a 1794 S-63. On the obverse at 12 o'clock obliterating all 
but the L of LIBERTY , the word STATE has been struck; and the dentilatlon is 
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heavy, reaching to the hair. On the reverse at 6 o’clock, erasing the fraction 
and tile ribbon ends, the date 1794 of the S-63 variety of that year is struck, the 
lower curl and dentilations of the S-63 also being present. At first sight, I 
immediately pegged the coin as a phony, for it seemed illogical to this uninitiated 
one to find the date 1794 on a thin flan. Nevertheless, being a sucker for oddies, I 
purchased it against better and considered judgment. 

When I got it home, I made haste to check the overstrike with another S-63 

no error there. . . . .the date matched, and the relation of the figures to the denticles 
was the same for both pieces. Next, taking two cards, one for the obverse, one for 
the reverse, a check was made with the lettering in STATE, comparing the letters 
with the numerals in the date opposite them. Denticles, numerals, letters all 
matched perfectly. And the S-76b of 1795 answered all criteria too. Yet, I still had 

a problem the thin flan. Several suppositions were considered: in punching 

the figures of the date radically out of proportion, could a trial strike have been made 
on a rejected planchet to see how it looked? Or, could it possibly have been the 
whimsy of a Mint employee ? 

Plagued with frustration and curiosity, I mailed the piece to Dr. Lapp so that 
he could present it to the experts gathered in New York for the annual meeting of the 
EAC. Back came a phone call from Dr. Lapp with an invitation to be his guest for 
dinner, attend the EAC meeting with him, stay overnight at his home, then fly back 
to Massachusetts on Sunday, You can bet that the invite was accepted. I grabbed my 
brief case, my (mediocre) large cent set, a couple of boxes of love tokens ( Just in 
case that the ladles became bored with our large cent gab ) , and a pair of sox. 
Typically sheer Idiocy (and "odd ball" is well displayed in this particular case), I 
left behind a change of underwear and a pair of pajamas, as well as a box of half cents 
on the bureau, but I grabbed a comb and took off for Boston to catch the 2 P.M. shuttle 
flight to New York. What is so odd about a comb, you ask? Nothing. ... .if you have 
hair, that Is; but from scratching my head over oddies through the years, I have only 
slightly more thatch than a newly-hatched robin. And did I have a ball in New York? 
You can bet on It ! Not only was I wined and dined a la Dr. Lapp and his wife, did 
you ever hear of your host furnishing the pajamas too? Just in case you’re wondering, 
NO ! ! ! I came back home in my own drawers. 

While we were dining at the Hotel Americana that night of the EAC meeting, I 
passed my odd ball cent around at the table for the others to see. Was it authentic, 
a 1795 S-76b, partially overstruck with a 1794 S-63, and on a thin flan yet? Dr. 
Sheldon never even batted an eyelash. "I’ve seen several other examples of this," 
he answered, "Seems as though it was not too uncommon for this variety to have been 
overstruck with the S-63, Yes, it's a Mint error, and it's authentic. I suppose that 
I should mention this in my next revision of PENNY WHIMSY. As for the thin fan, 
well. It s just further proof that many of the early cents were struck in a year other 
than that of their date. " 

Other proofs were established that evening: (1) lack of illumination of this 
author (I should have studied page 146 in my PENNY WHIMSY more closely); 

(2) the need of our present day government to study early Mint procedures wherein 
machinery and tools were continuously used until they wore out, thereby doing away 
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with the need for army and governmental surplus depots, thereby reducing my taxes 
and yours; (3) Intent of attending every annual and regional meeting of EAC when- 
ever possible. .... .Herb Siiberman, Dr. Warren Lapp, our new treasurer Mrs, 

Sllberman, great people and how about Dr. Sheldon, Mrs. Dorothy Paschal, 

John Wright, and a host of other large cent collectors? You don't have to go to the 

Smithsonian or to ANA to see cents with class under glass just attend an annual 

or regional meeting of the clan. These people are not afraid to let you look at an NC 
or an MS which y u can glass yourself ! 

Yeah, man ! Ever see a 1793 In MS? or a 1796 half cent with luster? Get with 
It, you know where ! Attend an annual or regional EAC WING DING ! * You'll be glad 
you did ! ! ! 

DIARY OF A DYED-IN-THE-WOOL LARGE CENT COLLECTOR 

This was written on Sunday, March 7, 1971 by John Wright. Although it was a 
letter not Intended for publication, It Is interesting enough to bear publication here: 

"Yesterday dawned gray and drear with freezing rain and high winds. I was 
still much under the weather from my five-day bout with whatever-lt-ls. M. A. found 
a bottle of darvon capsules prescribed to me for a pulled back muscle In the service 
and added that to her aspirin diet, trying to kill the pain in her long-departed molar. 

Bobby seemed enough recovered to join the other two In a free-for-all. I was still 
woozy, but temp was down from 102° to 100° so naturally we drove the 90 miles (one- 
way) to the MSNS show in Grand Rapids. 

Enroute the freezing rain gave way to sleet, slush, snow, blizzard. We arrived 
11:45 A. M, , toured the floor for about an hour. Exhibits were fairly good — Moskovltz 
had hts U.S. colonial coins, pirate gold, U.S. gold type series, and Pan-Pacific sets 
there. Add to these a half-dozen cases just as good In paper. There were many 
dealers there, much room, and no coins among the pack of them that would be worth 
giving a way ! I took a turn for the worse, almost passed out on the floor. Drove home 
In blizzard and seml-delirlum with M. A. conversing steadily to keep me "alert". 

Home by 3 P.M. , undressed and collapsed Into bed — 104°. Woke up at 7 P.M. 
for soup. Mission Impossible came on TV at 7:30, power failure at 8:20 — now I'll 
neyer_know how they got out of that mess ! M. A. says power came back at 10— she 
was up every hour to heave. 

My fever finally broke sometime last night — still weak, coughing, but not fever- 
ish. While M. A. and I were watching M.I. last night the kids decided to "surprise 
Mommy" by cracking some nuts for her. We had bought a 50# bag of pecans from 
Georgia, stored It in the basement. The kids "cracked" about 20# of nuts between a 
piece of 2x4 and the concrete floor — a beautiful sight. Mommy was certainly "sur- 
prised" when she discovered it — not a single meat had escaped uncrushed. Mommy's 
edict "clean it up ! I'll check in an hour" brought another surprise — they washed the 
whole mess \^lth soap and water, shells and all, to "make them clean". Ain't kids wonderful? 

It's still snowing and blowing like cracy — visibility varies from a few feet to a 
block. At least, we have our beautiful lake to comfort us. Really wish you could be 
here to en joy all this with us. " 
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REPORT ON THE BAY STATE COIN SHOW - March 13, 14, 1971 

John W. Adams 

The Bay State Coin Show, an annual affair which was held in Boston this year 
on March 13 and 14, didn’t draw any of the larger numismatic dealers; but EAC, a 
more optimistic group, was well represented. EAC members in attendance included 
Ed Leventhal, Denis Loring, Paul Munson, Ted Kress, Bob Shaw, and your 
r^orter. 


Star of the show from any standpoint was an S-14 which was billed by the 
vendor as "XF plus, second finest known”* While it was somewhat over-described, 
the coin nevertheless was a real beauty with full beading, pristine rims, and a glossy 
brown color. For the record book, the coin came from a 1970 sale in England, is 
identifiable by a 3 mm. cut behind the neck, and reportedly was sold for $3300. 


Also in the Cadillac class was an S-287 in MS60, offered for and unsold at 
$2,100. Normal weakness in the stars on the left was accentuated by a striking 
which was slightly off center to the right. Worthy Coin Company displayed an S-3 
which was fully Extremely Fine and likewise fully priced at $3,250. 

'Leave -It -To-Denis” Loring was at his cherrypicking best. He uncovered two 
unattributed R6's: an S-160 of 1798 in F15 and an S-201 (Stemless Leaves variety) 
of 1800 in G5. This reporter found an S-18b in AG3 which went to Loring and thence, 
in a post-show trading session, to Paul Munson. 


Fanciers of the '94 's were not exactly surfeited with choice offerings. The 
commercial XF's seem to be getting further down into and, in some cases, all the 
way out of the VF classification. One real plum, hastily plucked, was an 3-36 
(single berry left of wreath) in brimming 20-condttion. The same dealer briefly 
owned an S-45 ( "berry” in bow) in VGIO. The piece was the second of this R6 
variety to change hands in Boston in the past month. 




A HINT FOR CHERRYPICKERS 
Julius Feldman 

Another good cherrypicking hint to remember in the 1794 series is Reverse X, 
the famous "tough old lady of the big cents”. This is a closed wreath, with the leaf 
very close to the bottom of O in OF, and the right ribbon end practically touches 
the last zero of the fraction. Reverse X represents the following 1794 cents: 

S-49 - R2; S-50 - R6; S-5L - R5; S-52 - R7; S-53 - R7; S-54 - R3. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


From JULIUS FELDMAN : "Dear Doc: Congratulations on your article In the April 

NUMISMATIST I enjoyed it very much. What with your article in the April 

issue, the Oliphants’ restrlke article in February, and John Wright and his Heath 
Award for the overdate Large Cent article, EAC can surely be proud of its members. 

Issue No, 23 was another fine one and enjoyed it to the utmost. Particularly 
found John Borhek’s article very informative, and enjoyed Charlie Funk's piece 

too plus all the others am glad to see that you devote so much space to 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, as I consider this one of the more Important items to 
appear in P-W .keep it up! 

As for the EAC Annual Meeting, why hold it in the winter, when we Arizonians, 
Floridians, and Californians are reluctant to leave the warmth and sunshine of our 
fair cities and journey to the cold north? Why not a May or June meeting, when more 
of us, because of vacations, etc. , are apt to be in a position to attend. Governing 
bodies should give this idea some thought I ! !" 

From JOHN ATTICKS: "Thank you for your letter of April 4, informing me of the 

EAC Club. You'll find my membership fee enclosed. I've collected the big cents for 
almost twenty years and have gradually acquired a keen interest in the early varieties. 
I was delighted to learn of the revision you say is underway of Dr. Sheldon's book, 

I look forward to receiving any back issues of PENNY-WISE which you may have on 
hand. " 

From JAMES P. BURKE : "My Interest is mainly in overdates. Can 5 ^u supply me 

with the issues of PENNY-WISE that contain the articles on overdates which were 
written by Capt. John D. Wright?" 

From FRANK SCAGLIONE JR . : "I read about the EAC Club in Mr. Gould's article 

in COINS Magazine for April. Could you please send me Information about your 
group as I am very interested in early American copper coinage, I've recently begun 
collecting U.S, coins as a result of finding a 1787 New Jersey copper in my barn 
about 11/2 years ago. I have since accumulated almost a complete type set which I 
have been trading for U.S. large cents, half cents, and Colonials. I've decided after 
doing some research that my Interest lies in this area only, not just to collect or to 
accumulate these coins but to study their origin and the rich history of America 
which they reflect. Presently I have several coppers from New Jersey, New York, 
and Connecticut as well as large cents and half cents from 1794 to 1853, My home 
is near Morristown, New Jersey, an area which is very rich in Colonial history. 

I have just built a Heathklt Metal Detector. You can be sure that I'll be on the lookout 
for old coppers in the area. " 

From ROBINSON S. BROWN, JR. : "Having just received the March issue of 

PENNY-WISE, it reminded me to check to see if I had sent in my dues for 1971, and 
I can't find a record of it so I probably didn't. Enclosed is ten bucks to cover the 
dues and a self-imposed penalty. 

I had so much desired to attend the January meeting in New York City on 
January 9, but I found myself in Europe and wasn't able to return until the following 
Tuesday, January 12. The meeting sounds like it was a great and interesting affair." 
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From T HOMAS G» AYLWARD : "Sorry to be late with the dues, but I just moved 

to a new address and the wife Is expecting, a baby at any minute. By the time I 
receive the next Issue of PENNY-WISE, I will be a proud papa. I’m sure, 

I did find time to read the latest Issue and found it to be chock full of good 
articles. Keep up the good work. Maybe after I settle down, I can contribute 
something to the paper. Please don't miss my new address. " 

From J OHN W. ADAMS ; "I share your enthusiasm for the March 15 Issue of 
PENNY-WISE, I will soon sit down for my third time through." 

From L ESLIE A. JOHNSON : "Sorry about the late dues, but things get pretty 

hectic over the Christmas and New Year's holidays. 

Keep up the good work on P-W. Being a newcomer to the field of large cents, 

I surely appreciate the articles on attribution and would like to see more articles on 
grading, " 

Froni RICHAR D C. SHAY : "Enclosed is a check for $10. for my annual dues and 

a little extra for your excellent efforts In stimulating Interest In early American 
coppers. " 

From VERA M. CAIN; "I do so enjoy my PENNY-WISE and I hope that my delay 
has not made me miss a copy. The last Issue I received was Volume V, No, 1, 
dated January 15. As we moved In December, I am herewith submitting a change 
of address," 

From DB. D. V. BOARDMAN: "On June 20th or so, I am leaving for Greeley, 

Colorado to practice hypnosis only - seml-retlred. My new address will be 

1927 - 26th Avenue 
Greeley, Colorado 80631. 

Please mall all letters, PENNY-WISE, etc. to me there, I do not want to miss any 
Issues of PENNY-WISE. Until June 20, I will really be busy. " 

From DE NIS LORING: "The most recent EAC survey on the NC's was a valuable 

and needed piece of work, I submit that a similar compilation and re-exam Inatlon 
Is due for the R7's, As you all know, additional specimens of nearly every R7 variety 
has appeared, In many cases in sufficient number to reduce the variety to R6, 

There's an Information gap now, one that needs to be filled. 

Of course, the revised edition of PENNY WHIMSY will contain revised rarity 
ratings. But I'd like to see more - much more. For every variety that's listed as 
R7 In PENNY WHIMSY, I'd like to see a listing of all known specimens, Including 
condition, pedigree if any, and (If he Is willing) name of current owner. If an 
owner Insists upon anonymity (something which I don't understand), the coin can al- 
ways be listed as in "an Eastern collection" or some such euphemism. Museum 
pieces should be Included, of course. All of this requires a few people willing to do 
a little research. 

The main source for data would be a survey conducted among the EAC members, 
followed by personal letters written individually to non -respondents. Preprinted forms, 
postpaid envelopes, and a prior explanation and request for cooperation printed In 
P-W should help. Members could be encouraged to report the holdings of non- 
members, assuming the latter's permission. Results, of course, would be published 
in P-W. 

What do you think, gentlemen? Is It desirable, feasible, possible?" 


From KEN HALLENBECK : "On Sunday, March 28, a friend and I went to Marlon, 

Indiana to judge their local coin show. We do this almost every year. While there, 

I noticed a small yet Interesting exhibit which touted the benefits of the EAC. I knew 
right away that It belonged to Charlie Latham. Being In the midst of judging, It Isn't 
cricket for exhibitors to talk to judges, lest someone think they're trying to Influence 
somebody. Well, Mr, Latham's exhibit was Interesting and pretty much of an eye 
catcher, but It didn't have too much numismatic Information, so It wasn't going to 
win "best of show" or anything of that nature. Well, anyhow, somewhere along the 
way, In the midst of the judging, I think I said something to him about hearing from 
you the other day and told him of your desire to get this oddle large cent because 
John Wright had been In Fort Wayne and had seen it and told you about It, Latham 
then told me that John had been here at the show and he had just been talking to him, 

I wanted to meet John, so asked where he was. He and I went Into the bourse room 
and looked, but no John. Mr, Latham's wife was near the exit door and he asked her 
If she had seen John Wright, She said that he had just that minute walked out of the 
door. She pointed to him In a red shirt, and I took off after him like he owed me 
money. Well, I yelled at him and he stopped, we introduced ourselves, and then pro- 
ceeded to stand there and talk for forty-five minutes. Fortunately, It was a nice day, 
and though we were cold, we could stand It, John's wife got out of their car and 
joined us for awhile. We really covered the waterfront. It sure was great meeting 
him and we hope to be able to get togehter again. He really Isn't located too far away. 
Talk about the world being small, wow ! 

You might want to Include some Information on Mr. Latham's display In the 
next P-W. He had a small stand-up glass case with some basic types of large cents 
and a copy of PENNY-WISE was exhibited. He also had several other exhibits, and 
he collected several ribbons for his displays. 

My attempt to run for the ANA Board seems to be going quite well considering 
the minimal campaign that I am waging. I'm getting support from many sources, so 
perhaps there Is some hope for me to get elected. Any support which EAC can 
throw my way will be appreciated. 

(Editor's Note: We wish Ken the best of luck In his campaign. Ken represents the 

best In numismatics, and any help that any of the members can offer him will 
Insure EAC's place and stand In ANA. Let's go all out to help a really great guy! ) 

From A ARON R. FELDMAN (Buy The Book - Before The Coin): "First and fore- 

most, I want to tell you how much I enjoy reading PENNY-WISE. I know of no paper 
published by any specialized group of numismatists that can compare with your 
paper. I read It avidly from cover to cover. You are to be commended on the effort 
you and your fellow EAC's put out to make this publication so outstanding." 

From'.BOB YUELL: "Are there any records indicating the "mintage" of each Issue 

of PENNY-WISE? If so, may I have the mintage of each Issue?" 

(Editor's Note; Is our face red? Even the 1793 Mint kept better mintage records 
of their cent output than we did of P-W. If I recollect correctly, we printed up 
about 100 copies of the first 3 or 4 issues. Lately we are printing up between 
275-300. Maybe Mama Mlmeo or Bill Parks will be able to advise this office of 
the correct figures for each issue. If so, we'll let you know next Issue, ) 
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From DARWIN PALMER. JR . "Dr, Ned Bush and I will sponsor a Regional 
EAC Meeting In conjunction with the 32nd Annual Central States Numismatic Show 
(CSNS) in St. Louis, Mo. on May 14-16 at the Chase Park Plaza Hotel, 

Although many members are expected to be present most of the time, an 
official program Is planned for 4 P.M. on Saturday, May 15, Activities will In- 
clude talks and displays by various members; grading of cents by a panel of all 
present; buy, trade, sell - so bring copper or cash. 

An auction by Rarcoa featuring choice large cents should be an added Incentive 
to all large cent collectors. One hundred and two dealers will be present In the 
bourse, so cherrypicking Is possible. 

Notices of the above have been sent to all EAC members residing within 500 
miles of St, Louis, " 

( Editor's Note: P-W will carry a report of the meeting In the next Issue, ) 

From PAUL QLIPHANT : "Jeff and I are doing an article on "Symbols on Large 

Cents", The article Is rather lengthy and deals primarily with the origin, history, 
and development of the main devices on large cents. We are making tentative plans 
to photograph ancient coins with the symbols covered In the article alongside a photo 
of a large cent with that same symbol (e.g. a picture of an olive wreath from a 
Greek coin beside one from a 1793 Wreath cent), Jeff and I realize that a good 
portion of the material In this article has appeared In P-W before. We hope that it 
will not be redundant and will be of interest to the EAC members. 

We are still feeling aftershocks from the earthquake of February 9, On 
March 30 (yesterday), one registered 3,5 on the Richter scale. We live only about 
6 to 8 miles from the center of the quake, " 

From JOHN WRIGHT: "Please convey my strongest compliments and thanks to Dr, 

Sheldon on his "Big Four" article (In the last P-W), I completely enjoyed every 
word of It ! My feelings are best expressed as "Bravo ! More ! More ! Encore !" 
with much whistling and stamping of feet. " 

From DANE B. NIELSEN : "Thanks again for the fine P-W on March 15. There 

was plenty of controversy In It - one of my pet peeves is the fellow who disclaims 
variety collecting because of the many minute differences In the Early Date dies - 
minor differences, Indeed! I could write a whole page In rebuff to the fellow who 
made those remarks. But, alas, one must respect another's opinion; and If nothing 
else, be glad at least that I know of one more person I won't have to bid against at 
auction for that "minor" Rarity 7 variety. 

Re: my point In writing: our annual West Coast EAC Meeting will be held In 

San Francisco on July 24, 1971 San Francisco style In July, L.A. In 

February, Del Bland and I will be coordinators once again. One need only to read 
over last year's report to be assured of a good time. Several eastern collectors 
have already forwarded their Intentions to attend. 

Another thought: several EAC members with whom I have recently begun 

correspondence mentioned that they had vacationed in California during the summer 
months but never thought to give me a call. So, If any EAC members are planning 
trips out west, either on business or for pleasure, and If they can spare a few hours 
for cent talk, then by all means drop me a card and I'll send my telephone number. " 
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NOTES ON THE TAMMANYS 


John D, Wright 
18 2 9 


TA, TES, OF widely spaced (small letters ) 


1 short, leans far right 9 

I above L-B, RT tops far apart 5 

IB feet even, E slightly low 3 

Reverse letters closely spaced , PLC PC 

Sixth star left of coronet tip 8 

Sixth star point at " " 2 

PLC C, PLS PC 

Sixth star right of coronet tip 7 

Sixth star point at " " 4 

PLC C, PLS PR 

Obv: Strong IC 1 

Obv; No trace of IC 6 


This year saw the introduction of a new "Small Letter" reverse (N-3,5,9). 

The letters in the legend of this one die are notably smaller and more widely spaced 
than their "Large Letter" bretheren. The easiest distinction of letter-size for this 
year is the apparent isolation of each letter from its neighbors. 

A true emission order for this year is probably too complex to decipher, owing 
to the almost whimsical separating and re-matlng of dies. The best arrangement for 
this year would seem to be a "convenience arrangement", either grouping the SL 
varieties together (as I advocate) or grouping the "Short 1" dies together (as Breen 
advocates). 

The "Short 1" mentioned for N-9 also occurs on N-8 (though not leaning right), 
and consists of a 1-punch the same size as the 829. This "Short 1" was used on all 
cents of 1830. All other 1829's show the "Tall 1" (as on 1828 Small Date), which is 
noticeably oversized for its companions. 

The rarities of 1829 are N-3, 4, and 9 (R5 all), while N-5 and 7 are scarce 
(probably R4). The other 1829*s are common. 

Newcomb 7 comes with up to five wheel-spoke cracks on the reverse — an 
impressive variety. 
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The myriad of "new varieties" perennially reported for 1829 stems from 
Ignorance of the Identity of the dies of this year. Newcombs 1,4,5 share the same 
obverse die and N-3,5,9 share a common reverse. Such "new varieties" as 
Obv N-1 with Rev N-5, Obv N-4 with Rev N-5, and Obv N-9 with Rev N-3 result 
from unbridled imagination coupled with intense obtuseness. 


18 3 0 


Obv: No trace of IC 

Curl wholly over & right of O 

A nearly touches stem 

PLS R, PLF NR 7 

PLS C ^ 9 

A away from stem 

PLF PR, CA apart 8 

CA and leaf all close 11 

Leading edge of curl left of 

PLS C 2 

PLD R, ES apart 6 

Obv: With IC (at least partial) 

Die crack through top of date 2 

Die crack through base of date*^ 

PLF R, PLC C 10 

PLF PR, PLC PC - — 3 

CA and leaf all close 4 

Date straight across bottom 

PLD PC, PLS C^ — 5 

PLD R, PLS SPR 6 

No cracks, IC strong and nearly complete 

AM feet closer than ME, PLE3 
left of inner upright 1 

feet closer than AM, PLE3 
right of inner upright^ 10 


1. The obverse dies of N-2 and N-6 have an IC, but this sometimes does not show 
on late-struck specimens of these varieties. The obverse die crack on N-2 
developes before the IC disappears,. 

2. See also N-2, which matches this description. N-2 has a small "earring" on 
the back of the ear — N-5 does not. 
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1. Compare any letter in denomination with same letter in legend. 


The N-7 / N-10 distinction is difficult without pictures. N-7 has the lowest 
point of the first star about level with the lowest curve of bust, while this star 
is notably lower on N-10. The difference in date-strength is consistent and is 
the easiest single feature to note. 

See also N-9 and N-1. These are cracked through the top of the date. N-12 
(and N-11 ) is cracked through the base of the date. 


1 8 3 1 — THL HARD WAY 
For those who wouldn't recognize 
a "Small Letter" if one bit them. 

Sixth star well right of coronet point 
PLS C (or NC) 

PLC NC 

PLC PC 

PLF FPR 

PLF R (or SPR) 

Leaf close under D 4 

Leaf far below D 

Sixth star nearly even with coronet point 
Circular break through stars 

Break is through top of date ^ 9 

Break is through base of date 

PLD R 

PLD SPC 

No obverse die break 

PLD R 

PLS SPC 8 

PLS R 

PLF SPC^ 

Date I's have weak serifs 7 

Date I's have heavy serifs 10 

PLF NR, leaf far below D 14 

PLF NR, leaf close under D 

Gbv: straight-tailed R 

Obv: curl-tailed R 6 


Q 

Z 

W 

O 

W 



3m 

Sm 


Sm 

Sm 


Sm 

Lg 

— 4 

Sm 

Sm 

— 1 

Lg 

Lg 

-- 9 

Lg 

Lg 


Sm 

Lg 


Lg 

Lg 


Sm 

Lg 

- 8 

Lg 

Lg 

- 7 

Lg 

Lg 

- 10 

Lg 

Lg 

- 14 

Lg 

Lg 

- 9 

Lg 

Lg 

- 6 

Lg 

Lg 


!• See also N-1 above 


2. See footnote 2, top of this page. 
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DENOMINATION 


3. Newcomb 10 of 1830 comes with and without the die crack at base of date. 

1 I 

4. This crack may appear quite faint on N-10 and some specimens of N-3. 

It is most obvious from the right side of O. 

The only really common varieties of 1830 are N-1, 4, and 8. Newcomb 
6 is the only Small Letters variety of this year and is probably around R5, 
Choice specimens of N-6 are quite rare, Newcomb 7 may also be an E5, 
though I consider R4 more accurate. Newcomb 10 is very rare (upper R6), 
with a non-proof population of only three or four times the proof population. 
Newcombs 9 and 11 are proper NC's, with three specimens known of the 
former and two of the latter. Another specimen or two have been rumored 
for each, but never verified. 

18 3 1 — THE EASY WAY 
For those who can recognize 


a Small Letter die 

Small Legend, Small ONE CENT 

PLS PR 4 

PLS C, PLC PC — 5 

PLS NC, PLC NC 3 

Small Legend, Large ONE CENT^ 

PLF FPR — 2 

PLF NR 11 

Large Legend, Large ONE CENT 

PLS SPC 8 

PLS R, PLF SPC^ 

Date I's have weak serifs 7 

Date I's have heavy serifs 10 

PLS R, PLF NR (or R) 

Leaf far below D 

Sixth star SR 14 

Sixth star FR 1 

Leaf close under D 

Straight -tailed R 9 

Curl-tailed R 

3 

Crack through stars 12 

No die crack on Obv 6 
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Newcombs 4 and 5 of 1831 usually show sinking at center reverse, weakening 
O of ONE and CE of CENT. Advanc,ed students recognize these varieties at arms' 
length by this characteristic. 

This year shows the first use of the small-letter punches for both legend 
and denomination ( on three dies ) , as well as the first use of more than one small- 
letter die in a given year. This year is reverse die-linked to every other year from 
1830 through 1835, the link-die being a small-letter die in each case. 

At least two varieties of 1831 (possibly four ) seem to have been struck in 
1834-5. The arguments for this contention will be presented at another time; the 
varieties concerned are N-2, 3, and possibly 4, 5. 

The straight-tailed R on N-9 is the most obvious feature of the Style I Letters 
last used on the headbands of 1820 cents — with two isolated appearances thereafter 

(1825 N-8 and 1831 N-9). The entire LIBERTY of this variety is Style I. Why?? 

Your guess is as good as mine. 

Newcomb 12 comes with one of the largest rim breaks found on any of the large 
cent series. This rare state has always been inordinately popular, and rightly so — 
it is extremely impressive, burying a whole 1 l/2 stars and ten millimeters of edge. 

Rarities of 1831 include N-4, 5, 8, and 14, all of which are probably R5 
(lower range for the first and third). Newcombs 2, 9, and 10 are a scarce R4, 
while the other six varieties of this year are common. 

(to be continued) 

SWAPS & SALES 

G. M. PATTERSON 3 Greenwood Place Menlo Park, California 94025 
FOR SALE: 


1829 

N-3 

SL R6 VG7 

$9. 


1830 

N-8 

LL VF25 

12.50 


1836 

N-7 

XF40 

22.50 


1838 

N-12 

About VF35 

17.50 


1850 

N-7 

MS60 

42.50 


1851/81 

N-3 

State b VF 

12.50 


1851 

N-13 

MS 60/65 

47.50 


1853 

N-4b 

R7 VF20 

8. 

Rim brk betw. 12-13* 

1855 

N-7 

MS60 

45. 


1855 

N-9 

MS60 

75. 

Knob on ear, early state 

1855 

N-10 

Sl.S's MS60 

57.50 



Will consider trades or trades plus cash for the following: 

AU to MS 1821, 1824, 1828 SD, 1829 SL, 1832 LL, 1835 Type of '34, 

1839 Type of '40, MS only 1841 />r 184>9, British Empire sovereigns, etc. 
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SWAPS & SALES 


t f 

PAUL CARTER 10 Star Avenue Middleboro, Massachusetts 02346 

WANTED: any variety of the following, at best price - 

1793 - between F15 and VF30 1821 - between EF40 and AU50 

1799 - between F15 and VF30 1823 - between EF40 and AU50 

1800 - between EF40 and AU50 

Any engraved or enameled Love Tokens. 

Also want Consecutive Issues No. 4 and No. 5 of PENNY-WISE if you have originals. 
Will trade one-for-one, of issues No, 7, 10, 11, 14 to 23, all originals, your choice. 

SPECIAL OFFER: These have just been received and are being made available first 

to EAC members before being sold publicly. 

MEDALS - some U.S. including 1920 Assay - also English coronation medals, Papal 
medals - some bronze, some silver - a few Masonic items; early International 
Exposition medals starting with 1868; Centennial medals - also Bi-Centennial and 
Tri-Centennial - from various states. Wooden nickels from 1938 to present. 

Write for prices, 

**:f:)(c*j|<*)(<****;4( 

MRS. IVAN H. GILE 60 Wheeler Avenue Salem, New Hampshire 03079 

Mrs. Gile is not an EAC member, nor is she a large cent collector. She has 
a collection of large cents, however, which have been handed down in the family 
along with a lot of other coins such as Flying Eagle cents, Indian Head cents, three 
cent pieces, half dimes, old dimes, quarters, halves, silver dollars, etc., just 
about all kinds. 

Listed below are the large cents and one half cent which she would like to sell. 

If you are Interested in any or the entire lot, please contact her and make an offer. 


1798 

Fair 

1831 

Fair 

1847 

Good 

1802 

Fair 

1832 

Fine 

1848 

EF 

1802 

Fair 

1835 

Fine 

1849 

EF 

1818 

Good 

1837 

VG 

1850 

Fine 

1818 

VF 

1837 

VG 

1851 

Good 

1819 

Fair 

1838 

Good 

1851 

Fine 

1823 

VG 

1839 - 

line under 

1852 

EF 

1824 

VG 

cent 

VF 

1853 

EF 

1828 

VF 

1841 

G 

1853 

AU 

1828 

VG 

1845 

EF 

1854 

Fine 

1830 

VF 

1846 

Fine 

1855 

AU 



1847 

Fine 




Half Cent: 1806 Good. 
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WILLIAM R. T. SMITH c/o A. G. Becker & Co. First National Plaza 

C.hicago, Illinois 60670 

FOR SALE: 


Lot No. 1 

1801 S-224 VF, corrosion; 1810 S-282 

$ 5, 



VG, porous 



Lot No. 2 

1819 SD F12; 1820 LD VF20, rough; 


10, 



1828 LD VG7, rough 



Lot No. 3 

1830-1838 9 pieces, mixed. 4 Good, 


20, 



5 Very Good 



Lot No. 4 

1840-1849 15 pieces - mixed. Average 

55, 



VG-F. Including 1840 SD, 1840 LD, 

1843 N-9 


Lot No. 5 

1850-1856 7 pieces - average VF. 


35, 



Includes 1851/81 F12 



HALF CENTS: 

1797 G-4 1 over 1 G4 


$30, 



1808 G-2 G4 


5, 

LARGE CENTS; 1795 S-76b PE, ONE CENT high G3 

10, 



1797 3-138 Stems, F12, rough 

G5 

6, 



1813 S-292 Distant star 

G4 

10, 



1814 S-294 Crosslet 4 

G4 

4, 

25^ piece 

1893 Isabella Comm. 

EF 

30, 



1893 Isabella Comm, 

AU 

40, 

1793 

S-llc 

SLE, laminated planchet 

AG3 

$90, 

1803 

S-258 

SD, SF 

VG10/F12 

12, 

1806 

S-270 


VF20 

45, 

1809 

S-280 


VGIO 

60, 

1811 

S-287 

Fine porosity, VF20 - sold as 

F12 

50, 

1818 

N-7 


EF40/VF30 

18, 

1818 

N-10 

Port red 

MS60 

40, 

1819 

N-7 

SD 

G4 

2, 

1820 

N-1 

1820/19 

VG7 

5, 

1823 

N-1 

1823/22 

VG7 

15, 

1825 

N-2 

CD, LA 

F12/VG8 

5, 

1826 

N-1 II 

CD Snail rev. drill mark 

EF45/VF25 

7, 

1828 

N-1 

LD, fine porosity VF30 - as 

F12 

7, 

1829 

N-9 II 

SL 

VF20 

15, 

1830 

N-1 

LL 

VF20 

9, 

1832 

N-3 

LL 

EF40 

18, 

1839 

N-1 

1839/36 

VG7 

60, 

1839 

N-2 

Type of '38 

F12 

8, 

1845 

N-10 


EF40 

13, 

1851 

N-6 


AU55 

20, 

1853 

N-17 


EF40 

12 

1855 

N-10 

Slanting 5's 

VF20 

5 

1857 

N-1 

LD 

AU50 

50 

1857 

N-2 

SD 

EF40 

40 
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CHARLES A. BLOOD 


N. New Portland, Maine 04961 


FOR SALE: 


1793 

S-13 

G4/AG3 

$295. 


1795 

S-78 

F15 

60. 


1796 

S-83 

VG8 

40. 


1796 

S-104 

AG3 

25. 


1797 

S-131 

F15 

50. 

Edge dents 

1798 

S-155 

VG8 

25. 

1798 

S-161 

EF45 

15. 

Obv. corrosion 

1800 

S-212 

F15 

40. 


1802 

S-232 

G4 

3. 


1802 

S-241 

AG3 

3. 


1803 

S-251 

F12 

15. 


1803 

S-252 

F12 

15. 


1803 

S-260 

G5 

6. 


1810 

S-282 

F15 

22. 

Granular 

1811 

S-287 

VGIO 

65. 


1824/22 N-1 

VGIO 

15. 


1847 


AU 

20. 


1855 


AU 

20. 





MRS. HELENE CREED FISCHER 3 l/2 West Lancaster Ardmore, Penna. 19003 

FOR SALE: 1839/6 Large Cent - a beautiful coin - has been seen 

by Herb Sllberman and Walter Breen. Mr. Breen thought it 
about a 28-30 coin. Price: $425. 

Also the following counterstamps for sale: 


Half cent 

1853 

"C. Schmidt" on rev. 

Large cents: 

17_ 

"Richmond" 


1803 

"MH" in box 


1822 

l/8 doubloon (die for Spanish gold) on rev. 


1846 

"E. Gilliam" on obv. 


1848 

"J. Way" 



J. Ford" 


U.S. 

2(i piece 

1864 

"FOX" on rev. 


5^i Shield 

1866 

"T. A. G," 

1797 

Half Penny - George III 

"Samuel Hammer" on obv 

1853 

10 Centimes, France 

"PEAR'S SOAP" 


I have over 1500 large cents in stock, all of which are for sale. I have a lot 
of uncirculated coins in the Newcomb series. 
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CHARLES E. DAVIS 


P.O. Box 366 


South Hamilton, Massachusetts 01982 


SALE: 


* k 



1794 

S-21 

Lt. scrs. and digs over ONE CENT 

VF 

$67. 


S-24 


VG 

30. 


S-31 


G 

24. 


S-49 


VG/F 

45. 


S-54 


VG 

35. 


S-60 

Lt. scr. ear to first curl R4 

F/VF 

50. 


S-62 

R5 

f/vf 

85. 


S-69 

3v.lt.dts. on head, glossy brown 





surface R4 

XF 

130. 


S-72 


VF 

130. 

1795 

S-75 


G/VG 

45. 

1796 

S-88 

R6 

G 

38. 


S-101 

R6 

AG 

30. 


S-103 

LIBERTY R6 

VG 

95. 


S-115 

Vry Lt. scrs. on rev. R4 

F 

55. 

1802 

3-225 

R4 

VF/XF 

45. 


3-226 


VF/XF 

45. 


S-234 

R6 

VF/XF 

55. 


S-240 

R6 

G/VG 

00 

• 

1803 

S-262 

R6 

VG 

22. 

1839/6 



VG 

70. 


************* BUYING COUNTERSTAMPED U.S, LARGE CENTS ************** 


Send unwanted c/s U.S. Lg ^ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both 
Sheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U.S. Free 
attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. 


*** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138.. EAC #155, ANA, ANS *** 




BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

We have a great need for better grade early and late date large cents and 
half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear in 
mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may ship 
directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details concerning 
the latter method. 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

16 McKinley Avenue 
Albertson, New York 11507 
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********************* 


MAIL BID SALE - Usual rules, closes May 31, 1971. No deposit necessary, 
The following carefully graded large cen^s: , 


Draped Bust 


1807/6 

S-273 

AG 


Coronet 


1819 

S.D. 

AG 

1820 

N-3 

AG 

1821 

N-1 

AG 


Coronet 

- Cont’d 


1823 

N-2 

AG 

1823 

N-2 

Fine 

1823/22 

N-1 

Good 

Braided Hair 


1841 

N-6 

VF 

1854 

N- 

VG 


Address all bids to William J. Parks, P.O. Box 7485, Orlando, Florida. 

Also have BID OR BUY lists of over 1,500 U.S. Coins and Currency; will send 
to anyone upon request. Satisfaction guaranteed; return privilege. 


CHARLES S. 

LATHAM 


802 Fenton Road 

Marion, Indiana 46952 

FOR SALE: 





1794 

S-54 

R3 

Fair/AG 

$7. 

1796 

S-97 

R3 

AG 

18, 

1797 

S-131 

R3 

( stemless ) AG 

25. 

1798 

S-158 

R4 

Fine 12 

36. 

1798 

S-165 

R5 

Fair 

9. 

1798 

S-182 

R5 

Fine 

25. 

1800 

S-209 

R5 

Good + 

16. 

1801 

S-213 

R3 

Fair 

4, 

1801 

S-216 

R2 

G6/6 

8. 

1802 

S-228 

R2 

G6/VG 

14. 


* 


* * 





p. 0- 

ORLANDO, 


BOX 7485 
FLORIDA 


32804 




Eric P. Eewman lumismatic Educational Societv 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St, Louis, Mssotirl 










